December 3rd, 2007

News Release - For Inmediate Release
Contact: Klee Benally, Save the Peaks Coalition
Phone: (928) 380-2629
coalition@savethepeaks.org
http://www.savethepeaks.org/

Sarah Coffey, National Lawyers Guild

Phone: (310) 597-2915

Coalition of Tribal Leadersand Environmental Justice Groupsto Defend Sacred Site
at Pasadena, CA Courthouse L egal Argumentsto be Heard on December 11th, 2007

Pasadena, CA - December 11th, 2007 a legal bh#teriay determine the fate of American
Indian religious freedom and the ecological intiggof the San Francisco Peaks, a mountain
held sacred by more than 13 Native American natialide reheard in a Pasadena, California
courtroom.

On October 17th, 2007 the 9th Circuit Court of Apigsegranted the U.S. Forest Service and an
Arizona ski resort the opportunity to challenger@vpus decision by the court, which had
blocked the ski resort owners from expanding dgualent and making fake snow from treated
sewage effluent on the sacred San Francisco Peaks.

A coalition of tribes and environmental groups jareed together to prevent the environmental
destruction, community heath hazards, and the metidesecration this planned development
would cause.

"It should not be this difficult to keep governmemtanybody else from using sewage containing
feces, hospital waste, pharmaceuticals, and patisdge the Norwalk Virus for anything
humans would come in contact with. It's a no-bnaingu don't play in your own poo." Stated
Rudy Preston, Board member of the Flagstaff AdtiMistwork and plaintiff in the case.

The March 12, 2007 9th Circuit Court ruling ovented a lower court decision and blocked the
proposed ski area expansion and snowmaking wighettlesewage effluent. The decision
established that the Forest Service had violageoviin laws by not fully studying the impact of
human contact with fake snow made from the treatsehge.

During the 9th Circuit proceedings a Judge haddstke Forest Service, “Have you ever heard
of a face plant?”

The ruling has also determined that the developmventd substantially burden Tribe’s religious
practice. The decision had been hailed as a vi¢torieligious Freedom, Environmental Justice
& Cultural Survival.

Tribal Leaders of the Yavapai-Apache, Hopi, Havasuldualapai, White Mountain Apache,
and Navajo Nations will converge on the Pasadendlmouse for oral arguments in defense of
their original victory.



Of the many dignitaries, Ben Nuvamsa, ChairmarmefHiopi Tribe, the Hopi Head Kachina
Priest and a Cultural Preservation representatilidg/making the journey from the Hopi
Mesas in Arizona to Pasadena.

“The Hopi tribe and | are hopeful that the courll wphold the initial decision.” Stated Leigh
Kuwanwisiwma, the Hopi Cultural Preservation Offl@gector. “Both myself and chairman
Nuvamsa are going to attending the proceedingsavibsitive prayer in our hearts.”

The President of the Navajo Nation, Joe Shirleywino will also be at the court proceedings and
following press conference, has called upon akkéhttvho deeply respect our Mother Earth to
join us in a ‘National and International Day of Y& for our sacred mountain of the west,
Doko’oosliid (The San Francisco Peaks)."

The Save the Peaks Coalition (STPC), a voluntemrmformed in 2004 to protect the Sacred
Mountain, will caravan with Indian and non-Indiagople from Arizona to attend the December
11th court proceedings.

California community based organizations such ais AkJustice, South Central Farmers,
Southern California Indian Center, Q-Team, Food Blminbs, to name a few, are working with
the STPC to organize a 2 mile march, prayer vagif rally in Pasadena.

"Why in 2007, do we as America's first people haweguarantee for protection of our religious
freedom? We will continue our dedication to saveReaks until we have our human rights fully
upheld." Said Jeneda Benally a volunteer with thieeShe Peaks Coalition.

"Our federal government seems to place the pralfittabf a privately owned, non-destination
ski area, that operates on federal land, over ¢leplgt held religious and cultural convictions of
hundreds of thousands of Native Americans livinthie southwestern United States." said
Howard Shanker, of the Shanker Law Firm, PLC, regméng the Navajo Nation, the White
Mountain Apache Tribe, the Yavapai-Apache Tribe, lHavasupai Tribe, Rex Tilousi, Dianna
Uqualla, The Sierra Club, The Center for BiologiDalersity, and the Flagstaff Activist
Network.

Shanker, who is running for Congress in Arizonatsm@ressional District 1, added that "We
need better laws and lawmakers who are willingaod up and be counted in the face of this
type of injustice. The continued pursuit of the aeeclaimed waste water to make snow on the
San Francisco Peaks should be an affront to apilpexf conscience everywhere."

In addition, lawyers representing the Hopi Tribel &NA People's Legal Services Inc.
representing the Hualapai Tribe, and other tribdividuals will present their case.

“If you desecrate this sacred mountain it is likstiloying the Mormon chapel or other churches
through out the world, even Mecca a holy place,twhthbe next what if it's your place of
worship?” Said Avery Denny, a member of the Dirl¢ayajo) Hataali Association which is
involved in the lawsuit to protect the holy Moumtai



"The struggle for Indigenous People’'s cultural sahs directly connected to maintaining a
healthy environment.” Said, Jesus Torres, Commuiganizer with Communities for A Better
Environment, a California statewide environmentlth and justice organization. "Although
Los Angeles and the surrounding areas may seeantisbm these threatened sacred
landscapes, we recognize this is a fight for Emnmental Justice and Human Rights. We will be
at the courthouse to support the efforts to prdteetSan Francisco Peaks."

In advance of the court proceedings a panel dismusdgth representatives from the Save the
Peaks Coalition, the Tongva Nation, actress andisicQ’orianka Kilcher, and more will be
held to address “Indigenous Cultural Survival, Eormental Justice and Protecting Sacred
Places.” This event will be held on Saturday, Deoen8th at 6:00pm at Self Help Graphics
located at 3802 Cesar E. Chavez Ave. An awarergs=d to protect sacred sites will follow.
KPFK FM 90.7 Los Angeles is a media sponsor of ¢visnt.

Members of the public have been invited to paréitagn events that have been scheduled to
support efforts to help save the Peaks:

Saturday, December 8th

Panel Discussion & Awareness Concert!

"Defending the Land: Indigenous Cultural Surviviahvironmental Justice & Protecting Sacred
Places"

Panel Discussion from 6:00pm - 8:00pm with represeres from Environmental groups,
Grassroots organizations, and Indigenous commasrstreiggling to protect sacred places.

Protect Sacred Sites! Awareness Concert startiBgd@pm (Bands TBA)

Where: Self Help Graphics & Art
3802 Cesar E. Chavez Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90063

Tel. 323-881-6444

Monday, December 10th

Welcoming ceremony for Save the Peaks caravan forthern Arizona, dinner and speakers.
When: 6:30pm

Where: The All Saints Church

132 North Euclid Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91101

Tuesday, December 11th - Save the Peaks Court Date



The case will be heard at the Pasadena Court oé@pm@t 3:00pm. The court is located at 125
South Grand Avenue, Pasadena, CA. Parking is lihiitéhe area so please carpool and use
public transportation.

Noon - 1:30pm
March for Sacred Sites & Human Rights!
Meet at All Saints Church for lunch and march te &ppeals Court.

1:40pm - 3:00pm
Prayer Vigil, Ceremony & Rally outside the Courteeu
Vigil to continue outside for folks who do not wishenter the courthouse.

3:00pm - 4:00pm

Actual court proceedings. Folks will be able toiigeide the courthouse to view the court
proceedings and show support.

5:00pm - 5:30pm
Press Conference outside of courthouse.

Please visit www.savethepeaks.org for more infoionat



